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Schools are surprisingly absent from histories of women’s suffrage in Britain, which locate
teachers’ suffragism beyond the classroom and treat suffragist schoolgirls as amusing excep-
tions. This talk draws from teachers’ magazines, school magazines, and autobiographies to
show how girls engaged with both suffragist and anti-suffragist politics at school. In classroom
lessons and debates, schoolgirls were encouraged to intellectualise the ‘votes for women’ ques-
tion. Schoolgirls also satirised the militant suffrage movement, reflecting popular anti-suffra-
gette sentiment in their own writing and dramatic performances.

However, women’s suffrage was never a straightforward enabler of schoolgirls’ political partici-
pation. The suffrage debate was only one and never the primary route to political experience for
schoolgirls in the late Victorian and Edwardian period. Drawing from a wider book project on
schoolgirls’ politics from 1870 to 1918, this lecture uncovers girls’ selective engagement with the
women’s suffrage movement. Schoolgirls could make powerful political claims without invok-
ing women’s suffrage. The discourse of women’s suffrage was therefore a flexible tool which
schoolgirls could deploy to their advantage, but they were also aware of its limits.

The lecture is free and open to all.
For last-minute changes please see our website: www.ghz.hu-berlin.de
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This keynote lecture is part of the workshop
“Women’s Suffrage Movements” but attendance of the
lecture does not require participation in the workshop.




